
Canada denies Ghana star entry visa as FIFA says it cannot intervene
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Ghana have suffered a major setback ahead of their 2026 World Cup campaign after it was confirmed
that midfielder Thomas Partey will miss their opening match against Panama in Toronto following a
decision by Canadian authorities to deny him entry to the country.

According to Reuters, the ruling will deprive Ghana of one of their most influential players for their first
fixture of the tournament.

FIFA confirmed that Partey, who is currently with the Ghana squad in the United States, will not be
permitted to travel to Canada for the match against Panama. The governing body stressed that visa
decisions fall solely within the jurisdiction of the Canadian government and that FIFA has no authority to
intervene or overturn the decision.

The organisation added that Partey will remain available for Ghanaâ??s other group-stage matches
taking place in the United States, including upcoming fixtures against England and Croatia.

The issue comes at a crucial moment for Ghana, who were expected to rely heavily on Parteyâ??s
experience during the tournament. The decision has also renewed questions about the impact of
immigration and visa policies on a World Cup being jointly hosted by the United States, Canada and
Mexico.

Reuters reported that the visa refusal is linked to legal proceedings involving the player in the United
Kingdom, where he is awaiting trial over criminal allegations that he has categorically denied.
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