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Burnham WON&??T back proportional representation this parliament
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Dear “Greens for Proportional Representation in Makerfield”,

The Makerfield by-election is a major point of contention at the moment, with many differing
perspectives on what, if any, campaigning Green Party of England and Wales should do, and on
whether we should stand aside for Labour to allow Andy Burnham a better chance of winning
the seat.

We note that on many occasions the justification for standing aside in this by-election is on the
basis of Andy Burnham supporting proportional representation for the next general election in
2029. Burnham has already ruled this out, so we are confused as to why this point keeps being
argued as if it is still on the table. Moreover, many of us do not believe PR is worth
compromising on issues that Labour are complicit in, such as the genocide in Gaza, attacks on
trans rights, and austerity, and we would be concerned about the direction of the party if
members continue to be pressured to make these compromises in order to have a better
chance to get elected.

We believe if we are to have any long term success we must stand vehemently against
neoliberalism, not compromise with it.

We also believe that the letter penned to wider membership on this topic is symbolic of wider
tension that is being felt within the party, with senior officers attempting to steer decision-making
around election campaigning-away from grass roots membership. The recent expansion in our
party's membership is made up of bothynew/and old political activists who have come together
behind the Greens because we were.promised a member-led organisation where we can fight
against both the far-right and neoliberal establishment that have been a blight on our society for
decades. Nobody has signed up in the last year to further-enablethe two-party system. We
worry that the constant stifling of this enthusiasm from self appointed seniors will. damage our
momentum and prevent the success of our movement. The stakes are so high fer'the average
working class person, we cannot afford another 7- year setback in bringing socialism to Britain.

Ultimately we believe the decision on whether to stand a candidate in Makerfield, and whether
or not to campaign (since these are separate decisions), should lie with local party members.
We believe they should be trusted to make decisions and organise without top-down pressure,
as that is not what we stand for as a party.

Respectfully,

Georgina Hollifield, membership officer for Stockton Green Party
Jack Morgan, Stockton Green Party

Devon Smith, Stockton Green Party

Jamie Mulvay, Alnwick Green Party

Pete Burns, membership officer for Northumberland Green Party
Adam Waller, membership officer for Hartlepool Green Party

X @sp4rkli3jumprOp3

Cameron Baillie
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