
Report proposes banning NHS staff from opposing genocide

Description

NHS healthcare workers rally for detained Gaza medics

In an alleged attempt to prevent antisemitism, a new review conducted by the governmentâ??s
independent adviser Lord Mann has made several recommendations to the NHS.

This potential censorship attempt raises concerns about our personal freedoms, including peopleâ??s
right to show support for Palestinians. For instance, one of those recommendations is to ban NHS staff
from wearing â??politicalâ?? badges such as those linked to pro-Palestinian advocacy.

However, these badges are arguably not political, but an expression of basic humanity. They signal the
wearerâ??s objection to mass killing and Israelâ??s ongoing genocide in Gaza. That campaign has
mutilated, murdered and maimed hundreds of thousands of Palestinian men, women and children.

Furthermore, among countless rights abuses and flagrant war crimes committed by Israel with British
made bombs and bullets, Zionist military forces bombed numerous hospitals in Gaza.

Surely NHS staff have an inherent right to stand by the abuses against Gazaâ??s health workersâ?¦
Many Palestinian health workers have been held hostage by the Israeli occupation forces (IOF) under
politicised charges.

As is typical, this recommendation has been applauded by right-wing pundits, who now want to also
see rainbow lanyards banned also.

NHS staff should be banned from wearing pro-Palestinian badges, report recommends.
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Good. About time. When did ANYONE think it was acceptable for NHS staff to wear ANY
political insignia while at work? While we're at it, can we ban rainbow lanyards too?
https://t.co/romwTCuxWB

â?? Julia Hartley-Brewer (@JuliaHB1) June 4, 2026

Uniforms to be banned at protests

According to the review and its supporters, NHS workers having a small pin on their uniform
symbolising their solidarity with the suffering of Palestinians is antisemitic. Apparently, this practice puts
Jewish people off from accessing healthcare.

One Jewish A&E doctor has told the BBC that seeing colleagues wearing these badges made her
uncomfortable, saying:

The public should have trust in healthcare professionals and if you express political
opinions, it can undermine that trust.

However, itâ??s hard to understand how having a problem with the illegal bombardment and
brutalisation of Palestinian people can detract from an NHS doctorâ??s ability to be trusted. The reality
is decision makers in the NHS canâ??t be trusted, and have persecuted doctors who have stood in
opposition to genocide.

Standing against human rights abuses makes a person, especially a doctor, far more trustworthy. Yet
some continue to whine that wearing a pin should be a sackable offence.

All staff working in the public sector should be banned from wearing any form of political
badge or lanyard. It should be a sackable offence.https://t.co/uCsY3qN6Il

â?? Hadrian (@HadrianAD122) June 4, 2026

NHS clampdown threatens staff freedom

Moreover, Lord Mannâ??s review recommends banning NHS staff from wearing their uniforms at
protests. It has become clear that this proposal seeks to distance the NHS from any public opposition to
Israelâ??s actions in Gaza. The ban would prevent our own healthcare workers from visibly associating
their professional identity with â??political,â?? humanitarian causes.

From that perspective, the recommendation does not simply impose workplace neutrality; it seeks to
prioritise the comfort of those who support or defend Zionist Israel and its genocide. This is done over
the ability of NHS staff to express solidarity with Palestinians and draw attention to the tens of
thousands of deaths. The policy also ignores the ever-worsening humanitarian crisis in Gaza.
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Nevertheless, these proposals appear to influence beyond healthcare workers and their right to express
opposition to Israelâ??s actions in Gaza. In addition, discussions since about extending similar
restrictions to other workplaces and public-facing services suggest a broader, sinister effort. This effort
aims to limit visible political expression among UK citizens.

But history shows that censorship rarely arrives all at once. Instead, the powers that be introduce
restrictions incrementally, normalising each new limitation before advancing on to the next. It surely
then follows that Lord Mannâ??s review risks laying the groundwork for further attacks on our freedom
of speech and expression in the UK.

New guidelines proposed for NHS England say staff shouldnâ??t wear political
badges/symbols. That's a recommendation from Lord Mann whose led a review to tackle
antisemitism. So whether you work at the NHS, a bank or a cafe â?? should you be allowed
to take your politics into work? pic.twitter.com/EsjQoDN5fC

â?? BBC Radio Scotland (@BBCRadioScot) June 4, 2026

A race to the bottom

The UK heath secretary James Murray has stated that the government would accept the
recommendations in full:

I know that Jewish people â?? and everyone experiencing discrimination â?? need action
not words.

Together with NHS England, we will waste no time in setting these recommendations in
motion to build a health service that lives up to its values.

A spokesperson for the Jewish Medical Association has welcomed the recommendations, saying:

We would support the banning of political symbols including flags and symbols of any
country. We wouldnâ??t want it to be discriminatory in any way.

Finally, the chief executive of NHS England has also accepted Lord Mannâ??s recommendations,
telling the BBC:

We accept all of the recommendations in Lord Mannâ??s review and as a leadership
community, we will act swiftly to implement them.

The NHS at its best is a place of compassion, care and unity â?? not conflict â?? and there
is unacceptable antisemitism and racism in the NHS, faced by both our staff and our
patients and we must root this out.
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Of course, society must absolutely condemn and guard against antisemitism. It remains a dangerous,
hateful form of prejudice affecting Jewish communities across the country. As a result, the emerging
hierarchy of racism in the UK has tended to give it disproportionate attention. It has been labelled
prematurely with little evidence to support, weaponised to shutdown criticism of Israel.

At a time when Muslims, Jews and Christians â?? alongside non-faith people â?? stand in solidarity
against the oppression and genocide enforced by Israel on Palestinians, moves to ban symbols which
speak to humanity runs counter to progressive principles.

Source: Community Security Trust

Simultaneous to the rise in antisemitism in the UK cited by the BBC, which has seen an almost 200%
rise at times since 2023 â?? when the genocide started â?? there has also been a 377% increase in
Islamophobic incidents. Alarmingly, the Muslim community in the UK represents 45% of all recorded
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religious hate crimes.

Freedoms under threat â?? this is only the start

Therefore, this surely highlights how the conflation of Zionism with Judaism has increased the
prevalence of antisemitism arguably by Zionist design. For instance, some more ignorant Britons have
shown they do not distinguish between the murderous actions of Israel and its insistence that it
represents â??all Jewsâ??.

Further, the astronomical increase in Islamophobic incidents â?? often resulting in rape, violence or
even murder â?? underscores how dangerous it is to treat genocide as if it is a debatable, disputable
political issue. The reality is that Zionism is a danger to us all. This includes Jewish people.

The sustained participation of many Jewish people in peace protests in London and across the country
provides further evidence of this distinction. After all, many Jewish people do not see pro-Palestinian
activism as a threat. Instead, they view opposition to Zionism as essential to their own safety and
freedoms.

Freedoms which appear to be under great threat right now in the UK, as it seeks to provide comfort for
Zionists â?? rather than solidarity and remedial efforts to stop the mass murder of innocent men,
women, children and babies.

Featured image via Thomas Krych / ZUMA Press Wire

By Maddison Wheeldon
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